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FIRST READING OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION BEFORE THE CABINET, SEPTEMBER 20, 1862

Standing. Left: to right: SALMON PORTLAND CHASH, Secrdary of tJu Trur.sury. CALEB BLOOD SMITH, Secreta.ry of tlu InJerior. MONTGOMERY BLAIR, Postm.asUr·Gmeral.
Seated. Left to right: EDWIN MCMASTERS STANTON, Secretary of IYew. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, PrUidtHt 0/ the United Stales. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of Me Navy. WILLIAM HENRY SEWARD, Surtla1"Y D/ Stale.

EDWARD BATHS, AUor1U,Y·CtHeral

The above picture was painted by F. B. Carpenter, In the state Dining Room of the White House, between February 5 and August 1, 1864,
under the eye and with the kindly help of President Lincoln. The original Is In the Capitol at Washington.
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Mr. Lincoln, before "",dina the manuacnpt 01 the proclamation, said in substance, "I have considered
everyt/Una that ha. been said to me about the expediency 01 emancipation, and have made up my mind to
iaue this proclamation. and I have invited you to come loa-ether, not to discu. what is to be done. but
to have you hear what I have written. and to get your lUiaesbons about form and style," addina, •• I have
thouaht it all nver and have made a prom;" that it .hould he done to myoell, and to God:'

Secretary Salmon Portland Chase says. "The picture well represent. that moment which lollowed
the readina 01 the proclamation:'

The artist expretlel hirmelf thus: .. It Wat a scene IeCOnd oDly in historical importaDce and interelt
to that 01 the Declaration 01 Independence."
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Upon its completion the paintina was exhibited lor two days in the East Room of the Wbite House.
Aher havina heen exhibited throuah the country the picture was purchased by Mn. EJizabeth Thomp.

IOn, 01 New York, aod presented to the Re·United States, both Ho..... of Conareu unanimously aceeptina
the aift, and votina Mn. Thompson the "Thanks 01 ConlllOSl:' the hiahest honor ever paid a woman in
our country. It was accepted on Lincoln'. Birthday, February 12, 1878. Mr. Garfield, then a memher
01 Conarea. made the speech 01 pr....tation on hehall 01 Mn. Thompooo. Hon. Alexander Stephens,
lormer Vice-President of the Confederacy, who, in a lamous speech at the bevinnina 01 the war, had
declared, "Slavery is the comer-slone 01 the new confedesacy," made the speech aceeptiq it on behaII
01 Conareso.
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